CHAPTER III
LORD CURZON
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND TWENTY-TWO was a crucial year in world politics. Since then events have appeared un-deliberate and uncontrolled. Circumstances have overcome the ability of statesmen to withstand them, and the political machine has been found to have mastered its creators. It was after Mr, Balfour's momentary success at Washington at the close of 1921, and the settlement of the Irish question that the tide seemed perceptibly to have turned.
To England at that period the Coalition appeared as the last blast in the storm over Europe and each day was marked by the fall of some dislodged piece of masonry. Unemployment already stood at the alarming figure of two million, which was probably a faithful measurement of the dwindling supremacy of the country, that only munition factories and the other necessities of the War had obscured. The Peace Treaty was alarming nations that for the first time had the opportunity to consider it. Wherever havoc had been wrought distress made itself felt, Ireland, Russia, Germany and the Near East were all in a state of unrest, and for Mr, Lloyd George no sense of the gravity of the situation seemed to exist. He continued to make abortive attempts to attack when the whole political world was in retreat. Perhaps the War increased the tempo of affairs to suit the temperament of the Celt. He found himself at the canter and being on quicksand the only advancement was to gallop. Faster and faster the Coalition Cabinet rushed the nation to an impending doom until the people
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